Notes

When Staff and pupils of the School were scanning newspapers for information they would not find those Old Boys who had moved out of the district.   When the War Office issued lists to regional newspapers there would have to be reliance on families or friends notifying newspapers and other interested bodies in different regions of death, wounding, capture.   Robert McCleverty, a professional soldier, Captain in the 47th Sikhs, killed on the Western Front in October 1914, home address in Hampshire, is not easily linked with Preston.

In all probability there are some hundreds of entries still to be made of those who served in the War.  There are numerous name matches which cannot be progressed any further without more background information.  The stage has been reached where details of war service by any Old Boys and members of Staff can now only come from family members who have details in their family histories and mementos.   Your help is requested.   For example,  in the Roll of Honour is Arthur L Howard, apparently in the Royal Engineers.   Up to now no School record has turned up so his age, years at School, address, father’s name, are not available to check against other sources.   CWG gives a bare outline for “A L Howard” but includes a Service Number which is also quoted in the entry for Arthur Lythgoe Howard on Preston’s War Memorial in the Harris Museum.   The three separate items may well relate to the one Old Boy but there is no positive link with the School.   Until the link can be made he is held in abeyance.   George Woods was one of the most difficult entries to resolve.   It is not yet finalised.   There were two George Woods, two years apart, almost certainly cousins, both from Walton-le-Dale, both living in the same road.   The Hoghtonian shows the elder left the School for Abingdon (Public) School, then to Keble College, Oxford,  left, commissioned into the Loyals, killed in the war.   There are 54 ‘Woods, G’, 1914-18,  in the CWG, a substantial number of them incomplete but not one has The Loyals as a regiment.   The second George Woods was a fine athlete largely responsible for Miller repeatedly winning the Athletics Trophy during his time.   He was known as Dody.   All the material I held on ‘G Woods’ was separated by recourse to Miller-athletic skills-Dody, and dates after the elder’s move to Abingdon.   Which still left whichever was the deceased George Woods linked to The Loyals.    That was a brick wall.   The Archivist of Keble College was consulted and has provided detailed information that George Woods was a Captain in the 9th Battalion, London Regiment, who was killed in action on 9th September 1916.   This still leaves the younger George Woods (24-2-1896) and The Loyals.   Nothing is known (at present) of the second George Woods after 1914.   Was he commissioned into The Loyals?   Did he survive? - presumably he did because there isn’t a ‘Woods, G - Loyal North Lancashires’ in the CWG so far as I can work out.   Was he in a different regiment?    There is an added complication.  Richard Crozier placed in St Leonard’s Church, Walton-le-Dale, a stained glass window commemorating his three sons killed in the Great War one of whom, Serjeant Cyril Crozier, MM, is on the School Memorial.   Below the window is a heavy brass plate engraved with the names of the men of the Parish killed in the War.   Captain George Woods is in that list.   His father was John Woods.   George Woods gave a window, depicting St George, commemorating his son George who was also killed in that War.   That means either the painstakingly accurate Frank Coupe made a mistake in his history of the village and the window was given by John for Captain George; or George Woods gave a window in memory of his son George.  Does that mean George “Dody” Woods also died?  If so, in which Unit, where, when?

Thomas Worsley Pilkington has a paragraph in The Hoghtonian in which there is a categorical statement that he had been killed in action.   There was no retraction or correction.   He is not on the Memorial or CWG.  Neither is A Jackson and I have no record of him up to now.  CWG is unable to offer any further information on Thomas Pilkington unless some definite facts come to light.   “Robinson, J”  was an iconic figure throughout his time at PGS, invariably known only by “Robinson” despite there being other Robinsons in the School; his initial was used infrequently, and his Christian name possibly never used in The Hoghtonian so his identity was a mystery for a long time.   No reference to his military career ever appeared in the Roll of Honour in any edition of The Hoghtonian.  Combined with the number of Robinsons in the School of military age was a lack of information of his Service or Unit, date or place of  death, plus a multitude of “Robinson, J” in the CWG, making identification impossible.   There was a problem over an extremely athletic Robinson whose medical restricted him to UK service, Robinson in an OTC, and a Robinson noted in the Artillery about to go to France.  St John’s (Oxford) College Archivist kindly provided details which enabled all the loose ends to be tied up.  He also made the first reference to the award of the MM.    “X” in WW2 frequently denoted experimental or unusual equipment.   Does anyone know if “X” 9th T M Battery was something special?  Or was “X” the 10th gun in the [Trench Mortar] Battery?  His captors were obviously at close range, he continued firing shells into the German positions, and they did not throw a grenade or shoot him.  Why not?   It is not known where or when he  was captured.   John Wilcock, wounded, possibly died - only one boy of this name in PGS has been found so far. There is as yet no information of him having any military service.      There was only one Private John Wilcock in the 1st/5th King’s Own at this time.  The ages and dates are roughly in line but the family details bear no comparison.  Could this entry be an incorrect identification?    

Family history researchers may wish to note that Roman Catholic boys attended the Protestant Grammar School before the Catholic College was founded under one name or another, and continued to do so for quite a number of years thereafter.   Some of them will have served in the Great War.  In January 1898 work commenced on new buildings for the Catholic Grammar School which found itself temporarily homeless.   The Corporation allowed it to use the Dr Shepherd’s Library at the corner of Cross Street, next to and planned to be extended into by the Protestant Grammar School.   When the new buildings on the west side of Winckley Square came into use it was with the new name of the Catholic College.  As the Catholic Boys’ Grammar School moved out of the Literary & Philosophical Society building the [Protestant] Grammar School moved in.  There has been plenty of scope for confusion.   

Not directly related to the War but perhaps of some interest.  On Monday morning, 11th November 1918,  word was sent from Buckingham Palace to St Paul’s Cathedral that the terms of the Armistice had been agreed.  This was announced during the Daily Service.  There was a big congregation as people were going into the Cathedral for Prayers as they anticipated the war was coming to an end.   The congregation then sang “The Old Hundredth” and the National Anthem.  The duty organist that day was F G Shuttleworth, organist of St Mary Abbots, Kensington.  On Tuesday morning, 12th November 1918, the King and Queen and Princess Mary went, without ceremony or military escort, to a Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s.   Entry was open to all and the Cathedral was full.   F G Shuttleworth was again the organist.    An Old Boy as well as being the nephew of Dr R (Sir Charles) Brown, donor of the School organ, which Mr Shuttleworth had played at the opening ceremony on 2nd October 1913.   

There are numerous names in the Roll with no other information.   Each probably represents the same level of problems as James Robinson and George Woods produced.   The only way in which they can be resolved is with the assistance of family members.   Information on any Old Boy who served in the Great War is requested.   There should be sufficient personal details to enable his identity to be confirmed.  

I do not use e-mail, letters only, please, to: Alick Hadwen   7 Windsor Avenue   Ashton-on-Ribble   Preston PR2  1JD. 

